Application No. 10/749,404 Docket No.: 2450-061 IP 

Amendment dated August 8, 2005 
After Final Office Action of May 6, 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) A pipe connector, comprising: 

a fastening member having a fastening section on one end coupling with a bracing sleeve 
and an external thread section on the other end, the bracing sleeve having one end forming a 
curved edge and a bore inside for housing a pipe; 

a guarding member having an internal thread hole to couple with the external thread 
section and housing a sleeve cap which has a harness hole inside to gradually move towards the 
bracing sleeve over the curved edge when the guarding member is screwed with the fastening 
member to compress the pipe to form a secured fastening; and 

a pad sleeve coupled to an outside of the fastening section, the pad sleeve being between 
the fastening section and the bracing sleeve. 

9. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the harness hole of the 
sleeve cap is a sloped hole with a smaller inner diameter and a larger outer diameter. 

10. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the pipe is selected 
from the group consisting of a three-way pipe, a two-way pipe or an elbow pipe. 
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11. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the fastening member 
includes a left side member and a right side member that are coupled together. 

12. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 11, wherein the right side 
member has one side forming a housing zone. 

13. (Currently Amended) The pipe connector of claim 12, wherein the left side member 
has a flange on one side that has a sam e siz e p e rimet e r as th e housing zone and is coupled with a 
the p ad sleeve. 

14. (Currently Amended) The pipe connector of claim 11, wherein the left side member 
has a flange on one side and is coupled with a-the pad sleeve. 

15. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the pipe is inserted 
between the pad sleeve and the bracing sleeve. 

16. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 15, wherein the harness hole of 
the sleeve cap is sloped with a smaller inner diameter and a larger outer diameter. 

17. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 16, wherein an inside of the 
guarding member directly engages the sleeve cap. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 17, wherein the fastening member 
and the fastening section are a one-piece element. 

19. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 18, wherein the pipe is unbent 
between an outer end of the guarding member and an outer end of the fastening section when the 
pipe is compressed to form the secured fastening. 

20. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein an inside of the 
guarding member directly engages the sleeve cap. 

21. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the fastening member 
and the fastening section are a one-piece element. 

22. (Previously Presented) The pipe connector of claim 8, wherein the pipe is unbent 
between an outer end of the guarding member and an outer end of the fastening section when the 
pipe is compressed to form the secured fastening. 
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